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it teacheth us to know our ſelves, and our| 
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1 I IM. I. 15. 


This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus 
came into the World to ſave Sin- 
Hers, 


" Have been conſidering the intrinſick Evi- 
dence of this /ayzizg, which St. Paw! recom- 
mends, from the apparent excellency of the 
Method in which our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt hath obtain'd Salvation for us; to which 


- purpoſe I have been treating of his Mediatorial 


Office, in the two great branches of it, viz. As 
he hath done whatſoever might ſatisfie Almighty 
God, in order to his being reconciPd to Men ; and 
alſo whatſoever was found neceſſary in the behalf 
of Men, in order to the reconciling them to God. 


As to the latter of theſe, I reduc*'d the Neceſli- 
tics of Fallen Men to theſe four Heads. 


Firſt, A ſuſpicion and jealoufie of Mind con- 
cerning God, .and an alienation from him, as con- 
{ſequent thereupon. Ne 8; 

Secondly, A Groſs Ignorance of God, and of 
themſelves, and of the ſeveral particulars of their 
Duty. 


R _ Thirdly, 


2 The Knowledge of God,our ſelves,and our Duty, 


da 


Thirdly, An indiſpoſition and inability to comply 
with the Divine Will, although it ſhould be clearly 
and tully reveaPd. 
Fourthly, Aﬀter all, an incapacity of removing 
thoſe other evil and miſchievous Conſequences, to! _ 
which their Sins had expog'd them, and obtaining 
for themſelves. that compleat Salvation, which they 
food in need of. 


Of the firſt of theſe I diſcoursd the laſt time, 
and enter'd upon the ſecond. IT then: confider*d 
how groſs and univerſal the Ignorance of Men was, 
before the coming of our Lord, and began to ſhew 

. how our Mediator hath provided for this neceſſity 
of Mankind, both by his Do&rize and his Life ; 
by the former, as an I[-ſtratioz ; by the latter, as 
an Example to us, to make vs throughly acquainted 
with all, that it 1s fit for us to know, as to the 
ſeveral particulars before-mention'd. 

I began with the Dot#r:ize of our Lord, and ob- 
lerv'd that whatſoever he hath taught may be re- 
duc'd to theſe two General Heads 3 Either what 
God had before taught Men, by the Light of Na. 
ture and Reaſon; but they had in a great meaſure 
forgot : Or {omething which it. became farther 
neceſlary for them to know, upon account of their 
Apolſtacy from God, and in order to their recovery 
to him ; and which they could not have known 
but by Revelation. 


I then proceeded to conſider the DoEtrine of our 
Saviour more diſtinctly ; 


x Con» 


Taught by the Dofrine of Jeſus Chrift, © 


I. Concernivg Almighty God. 

IT. Concerning our ſelves, 

III. As it gives us Rules for the direction of our 
Tempers and our Lives. 


In each of theſe Inſtances I propos'd to make it 
evident, by God's affiſtance, that our Saviour?s 
Doarine is moſt worthy to be taught by God, and 
tobe receiv'd by us, and conſequently that upon 
this account, 1: s 4 faithful faying, &Cc. | 


I have done with the firſ# of theſe, viz. our 
Saviour's Doatrine concerning Almighty God, and 
now proceed to the 


II. Viz. What our Saviour hath taught. us con- 
cerning our ſelves, which I ſhall diſpatch in a few 
words, that I may come to that which is of main 
Conſideration with reſpe& to the DoArine of Chri- 
ſtianity, namely its Rules for our 'Tempers and our 
Lives. 
Now with reſpe& to our ſelves, as well as with 
reſpe& to Almighty God, the DoEtrine of our Sa- 
viour hath either illuſtrated and confirnvd to us 
what the Light of Nature and Reaſon, if duly 
us'd, might have diſcover?d concerning Humane 
Nature ; or elſe hath added ſomething beyond what 
we could have known that way. A 

Thus for Inſtance, That we were produc'd into 
Being by God the Creator of all, and made fuch a 
kind of Creatures as we find our ſelves to be, viz. 
compos'd- of Immaterial and Immortal Spirits, as 
well as Bodies of Fleſh ; that conſequently we are 
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capable of, and deſign'd for a Future State, our 
Spirits not being obnoxious to Death from any Prin- 
ciples which we: can diſcern in them, although as 
Experience tells us, our Fleſhly Tabernacles are 
liable to diſſolution ; that we are intelligent and 
reaſonable Creatures, and for that Reaſon accoun- 
table to our Maker for our Behaviour. Moreover, 
that by ſome means or other we are diſorder'd in 
our whole frame, foraſmuch as we find, not only 
that we are expoſed to Diſeaſes of Body, and at 


laſt to Death it ſelf; but alſo that our Appetites 


and Paſſions are apt to rebel againſt our Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon, which mult needs be a cor- 
ruption and degeneracy in our Nature, it not being 
at all credible, that ſo good a Being as God is, 


ſhould have. originally form*d us in ſo diforderly a 


tate. Such Apprehenſions as thele the beſt of Men 
amongſt the Pagans .were apt to entertain, from the. 
meer Light of Reaſon; they inclin'd to think that 
this in general was the ſtate of Humane Nature ; 
though, as it 1s very apparent by their Writings, 
their Apprehenfions of theſe things. were very im- 
perfect and uncertain. 

But all this the Doctrine of our Saviour hath 
fully aſſurd us of, in. plain and expreſs terms, and 
{uch as leave no room for doubt ; adding thereunto, 
(if we take in what Chriſtianity always ſuppoſes 
and takes for granted, viz. the Revelation of God 
by Moſes,) a much more particular and. exa&t ac- 
count of Humane Nature, than we could poſſibly 
have receiv*d from meer Reaſon. 'The account in- 
deed which we have of our ſelves, by the Jewiſh 


' and Chriſtian Revelation join'd rogether, is ſuch 


as 


by the Dod#rine of Jeſus Chri8. 5 
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as lets us into the perfect Knowledge of the Ori- 
ginal, and the Deſign of our Beings; what we 
were, as we came out of God's hands ; how we 
have abus'd our ſelves ; and conſequently what is 
neceſſary to be done either by or for us, in order 
to our Recovery. : | 

Neither is there any thing therein, but what, if 
duly conſider*d, will appear, after it is thus re- 
veal'd, perfetly reaſonable to be beliey*d, ſo far 
from contradiCting, that it exceedingly confirms and 
no our natural Apprehenſions concerning our 
elves. Ay] | 

Thus for Inſtance, That God having formed this 
Earth, and furniſh'd it with a great variety of Crea- 
tures, fitted for the uſe or delight of ſuch Beings as 
we are, produc'd the firſt Man, appointing him 
and his Poſterity to be the Inhabitants of this Re- 
g10n, and aſſigning to them the uſe and government 
of all the Creatures below them ; that he form'd 
the Body of Man out of the Duſt of the Earth, and 
breath'd into his Noftrils the Breath of Life, thus 
making him related, by the two conſtitutive parts 
of his Nature, both ro the upper and the lower 

World ; that he form'd a Companion for him, like 
to him, making but one of each Sex, and joining 
them together by the {tricteft alliance, - that they 
might be mutual Helps and Comforts to eachother, 
and might become the common Parents of Man- 
kind, who, by thus deſcending/from the ſameStock, 
might be taught to look upon themſelves as near of 
kin; that this firſt Man and Woman, were plac'd 
in calie and happy Circumſtances, endued"'with-the 
Image of God, both in the Intellectual and Meral 


Powers, 
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Powers of their Souls, and enjoying his Favour, 
bleſs'd with Innocence of Mind , and. Health of 
Body, naturally diſpos'd and greatly oblig*d to obey 
the Commands of their great and good Creator ; 
but that being tempted and deluded by a malicious 
Enemy both to God and them, and gwing way to 
their Appetites'and Paſſions, without duly coaſult- 
ing the Reaſon of their Minds, or invoking the 
aſiſtance of Heaven, they Gcifſobey*d their Maker, 
and render*'d themielves obnoxious to his juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure; that theſe firſt Sinners were upon this 
diſmiſs'd from that happy place and ſtate, in which 
they had been oreated, and turn'd out into a World 
of Miſery and Sorrow ; that having weaken'd and 
depray'd their own Nature by miſuſing it, they 
convey*d the Weakneſs and Corruption to their Po- 
ſterity , the Blood which their Off-ſpring deriv*d 
from them being tainted in its original ; that partly 
as the natural Conſequence of what they had done, 


and partly by the juſt Appointment of their offen- 


ded Maker, Sickneſs, and Pain, and Death, were 
the effes of their Diſobedience, and this their firſt 
Sin was the Beginning of all thoſe Evils, to which 
they and their Poſterity have been fince expogd, 


and the Occaſion of all that Diſorder which is to be 


found in this lower World ; and conſequently, that 
if ever we hope to be happy, it muſt be by having 
the Image of God repair*d in us, by being reſtor'd 
to his Favour, by having our Souls recover'd to 


their due Temper by the communication of Divine 
Grace, by having our Bodies allo, ater their diflo- 


jution, re-united to our Spirits by the Almighty 
Power, that ſo we may be perfect and entire, ac- 
| cording 


by the Doffrine of Feſus Chrift. = 


cording to our primitive Conſtitution ;* and finally, 
by having perfe& Health and Vigour reftor*d tothe 
whole Man. 

This is plainly the ſubſtance of what the Chri- 
{tian Doftrine teacherh us concerning our ſelves, 
whereby, as it greatly illuftrates and confirms what 
was before but imperfealy and confuſedly guefsd 
at by'Men of the beſt Underſtandings and Morals ; 
lo it adds ſeveral particufars of great moment , 
which, although they are either what we had loſt 
the tradition of, or what we could not certain! 
have known without Revelation, yet berng reveaPd, 
can I think by no means thock the Reaſon of any 
{ſerious Deiſt, On the contrary, as this Scheme 1s 
infinitely more rational, than any thing that has 
been produc'd vpon this Subject by the Authors of 
any other Religion ; ſo it 1s exceedingly agreeable 
to all the preſent Phzxnomena of Humane Narure, 
yielding the moſt ſatisfattory account of the Origi- 
nal, the prefent Condition, the Defign and End of 
Mankind, and laying a good foundation for thoſe 
Rules which the Chriſtian DoQtrine hath given us 
for the government of our ſelves ; and this N__ 


me to the next particular I proposd to be conft- 


der'd, viz. 


TIF. Thoſe Rules which the Doctrine of our Sa- 
viour hath laid down for the management of our 
Tempers and our Lives; which, as I am now to 
ſhew, do yet farther recommend to us the Method 
in which our Meatator hath obtain'd Salvation for 
SIARers. 


Had the Chriftian Inſtitution faiPd in this point, 


there 
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Mark 12. 34: 


The Knowledge of our Duty taught 


there had lain an unanſ{werable Objetion againſt 
it, eſpecially ſince it pretends to bring us the laſt and 
fulleſt Revelation of the Divine Will, and to cor- 
re& or perfect whatſoever went under the name of 
Religion before : but this we Chriſtians juſtly glo- 
ry in, that it hath fully made good this Pretence, 
and that even its Adverſaries cannot plaufibly ob- 
ject any thing againſt it upon this account, unleſs 
it be that its Rules ſeen! to them too ſtrict, too per- 
fect for the preſent ftate of Humane Nature ; 
which, whether it be a reaſonable ObjeQion, wall 
fall under Conſideration hereafter. 

In confirmation of this Point, I might inſiſt upon 
thoſe paſſages of our Saviour, which I had occaſion 
juſt to recite in a former Diſcourſe ; as.where our 
Lord replies to the Lawyer, asking him, hich 
was the great Commandment in the Law ? Teſws jaid 
unto him, as it follows in the Text, Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
Scul, and with all thy Mind; This # the firſt and 


great Commanament ; and the ſecond is like unto it ; 


Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe 
two Commandments hang all the Law, and the Prophets. 
Where our Lord not only explains the Law both of 
Moſes and of Nature in their full extent ; but alſo 
plainly enough infinuates, that theſe two great 
Rules ſhould be the fundamental Laws of his own 
Inititution ; for in the place parallel to this in St. 
Mark's Goſpel, upon the Scribes approving this An- 
{wer of our Lord, and repeating it in other words, 
"tis ſaid, that when Feſus [aw that he anſwer d diſ- 
creetly, he ſaid unto him, Thou art not far from the 
K;ngdom of God, For which Reaſon in that _ 

rable 
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rable Diſcourſe upon the. Mount, where in expreſs 
terms, and moſt ſolemn manner, he deliver'd his 

Precepts to his Diſciples, he plainly tells them, that 

he came not to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, bat fo Mat. 11,&e. 
fulfil them, mxxSeu, one way of doing which was, 

as I before obſerv*d, and as appears undeniably from 

the Diſcourſe immediately following thoſe words, 

by interpreting them in their fulleſt extent; and ac- 

cordingly in the proſecution 'of that Argument, he 
commandeth his Diſciples to aim ar the higheſt de- 

gree of Virtue and Goodneſs, even to be perfedt a yer. it 


their Father which i in Heaven is perfet?, 


I might add to this, the Declaration which Sr. 
Paul makes of the general deſign of the Goſpel- 
Inſtitution, viz. that #t reacheth all men, that deny- T1. 1, x1 
ing ungodlineſ and worldly luſts, they ſbould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World ; 
this being, as he ſays, the very end of our Saviours 
giving himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 14: 
all iniquity, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealons of good works. | 

I might 1n the laft place alledge that comprehen- 
ſive Exhortation of the fame Apoſtle, Fizaly Bre- pyjr. 4. 8, 
thren, whatſoever things are trae, whatſoever things 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſo- 
ever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 


| and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things, 


Theſe general Rules -and Precepts are {o very 
full, as evidently to include-the whole of Morality ; 
inſomueh that a Chriſtian may fairly challenge a 
Philoſopher, or a Jew, or any other perſon what- 
{oever, who ſeriouſly believes a God, and IOgs 

the 
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the Principles of Natural Religion, to name that 


Virtue which'is not comprehended under them, And 


whoſoever will carefully peruſe the New Telſta- 


- ment, ſhall find not only many 'more ſuch general - 


and comprehenſive. Rules therein contain'd ; but 
alſo abundance of particular Directions and Precepts 
agreeable thereunto, So that although there be 


not, throughout the Writings of the Evangeliſts . 


and Apoſtles, a ſyſtem of: Morality: drawn up ac- 
cording te the Model of the Schools ; (which had 
not been ſuitable to. the nature. and delign of thoſe 


Writings, nor adapted to the uſe of thoſe for whom - 


they were intended ;) yet a Man that way diſpos'd 


might eaſily form trom thence the molt perfe& and- 


admirable Scheme of Moral Diſcipline, that- ever 
yet was produc'd. . 

But for the rendering this-more evident, it may 
be proper to-deſcend ro particulars, and to-view the 


Frecepts of Chriſtianity, according to the uſual di-- 
ſtin&zonz. as they concern our demeanour. towards 


God, our Neighbour, or our ſelves, in'doing which, 


I ſhall not-{tand' to cite particular Texts, but only 


give'the ſum of. the. Chriſtian Doctrine, .upon each 


of theſs Heads. 


Fd 


1. As they cancern- our.demeanaur towards Al-- 


mighty God. Wa 
Here the Precepts of true . Religion ſhould begin, 
the Authority of God being, the great, Baſis! of all 
particular-Laws of Religion, and our Reverence 
and Love towards him-being the genuine'Principles 


of every.othef Grace or. Virtue. And: accordingly 


here our Chriſtian Taſtitution. lays. the Foundation, 
endea- 


bake” Ae RG: x61} 
, & 


\_ 
6 


COT as ET IR. 2: oa 32. eu 2; 
Fog OS FIRE wa EF 


\_ 


CIONEY On OS I EIT ae 


by the Do&rine of Jeſus Chri®. 
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cndeavouring to raiſe up our Thoughts to the ſu- 
pream Being, and to pollels our Minds with the 
deepeſt fenſe of him. "This therefore is the ſum 
of the Precepts left us by our Lord, and his Apo- 
ſtles, with reſpe&t-to God ; That we ſhould tear 
and reverence him as the greateſt and beſt of Be- 
ings ; that we ſhould excite and cheriſh in our Souls 


a pious Aﬀection towards him as our Heavenly Fa- 
ther; that we ſhould depend conſtantly upon him 


for whatſoever we ſtand inneed of ; that we ſhould 
be deeply ſenlible of his Goodneſs to us, in all the 
Bleſſings we enjoy, and put our truſt in him, for 


whatſoever he {hall {ce truly good tor us; that we 


ſhould willingly reſign our ſelves to him, and per- 


fealy acquielce 1n all the diſpenſations of his Pro- 
.vidence towards us ; that we {ſhould eſteem his 


Image as our higheſt Perfection, and his Favour as 
our chief Happineſs, .and therefore above all things 


endeavour to reſemble him, and to be accepted of 
him ; that we ſhould make his Glory our ultimate 


end, and ſubordinate all our other defigns' to that 


of bringing Honour to his Name; that as weſhovld 


be thus inwardly atteCted towards God, ſo we ſhould 


take all Opportunities of exprefling the ſenſe of our 


Minds, both by our Words and Actions; that we 


ſhould therefore frequently addreſs our ſelves to 


him, as to-our God and Father, offering up our de- 
vout Acknowledgments of his Infinite Perfections, 
and of our entire dependance upon him, our un- 
feigned Thanks for all the expreſſions of his Good. 
nels, and our humble Petitions for a ſupply of all 
our Wants; and above all, that we {hould teſtifie 


pur regard to him, by readily obeying all the Intt- 


Sys mations 
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mations of his Will, which he hath any way-given 
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Our Duty to. God taught 


us ; thus worſhipping and ſerving him all our days, 
with Integrity of Heart and Life. 

All that I have hitherto mention'd are Inſtances 
of Natural Religion towards God, and ſuch as will 
be approv*d by every one, who ſeriouſly owns ſuch 
' a Being, Foras for thoſe few who call themſelves 
Deiſts, and yet place the Almighty at ſuch a di- 
ſtance fram his Creatures, as to reckon it below him 


tro concern. his Providence about their particular af-- 


fairs, and to.account it an Indignity offter*d to God, 


and an impertinent- Preſumption in Men, for ſuch 


inconfiderable Creatures as they are to make their 


applications and addreiles to him upon all occaſions, . 


I think them hardly worth our” conſideration 1n this 
caſe. They contradiCt the {enſe not only of the ge- 


nerality of Mankind, but of the wiſeſt and ſobereft 


of Philoſophers among the Pagans; they err from 
not conſideripg the Nature of God and Man; and 
F ſhall take na farther notice of them, than by pro- 
poling to them this ſingle Conſideration, which I 
have 1n a former LeQure already ſuggeſted, That it 


cannot be unworthy of God, to concern himſelf for 


every Creature which he hath given Being to, ac- 


cording to its Nature ; and that it is certainly fit for 


every Creature to demean it ſelf towards its Maker, 
according to the Nature which.he hath-been pleasd 
to give 1t. EFſhall therefore take it for granted, 
that whoſoever acknowledges .a God, and knows 
what he means by that» acknowledgment, and at 
the ſame time conſiders the ſeveral Faculties with 
which Mankind are endow?d, will allow that all the 
above-mention'd Inſtances, are parts of Natural 


Religion. 
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Religion. And'that they are more particularly, and 
fully expreſs'd and urg?'d by the Chriſtian, than ever 
they were by any other Inſtitution, cannot be de- 
nied by any who have read the New Teſtament. 

To which I might add, that the Goſpel farther 
teacheth us, unfeignedly to repent of all our Offences 
committed againſt God, and to expreſs this our Re- 
pentance by an humble acknowledgment, an hear- 
ty ſorrow, firm reſolutions and fuithful endeavours 
of amendment ; all which, upon ſuppoſition of our 
being Sinners, are farther Inſtances of Natural Re- 
ligion towards God ; and they are what the Chri- 
{tian Revelation, upon that ſuppoſition, very much 
inſiſts upon, withal encouraging us to hope for the 
Mercy and Favour of God, through the Mediation 
of our Redeemer, upon theſe terms. 

And here is the tranſition from Natara! Religion 


_ to ReveaPa, Chriſtianity comes in here to the re- 


lief and afliſtance of Nature, For whereas from 
the Light of meer Reaſon, we could only have 
thought it: our Duty to repent of our Sins, and fo 
to have thrown our ſelves upon the undefery*d, but 


infinite Goodneſs and Mercy of our Maker ; but: 


mult have remain*d utterly uncertain how far, or 


in what way and manner he would have accepted 


our Repentance : the Goſpel hath taught us to ad-: 


dreſs our ſelves to the-great Father ' of all, in the 


Name, and through the Mediation of his only be- 


gotten Son, cloath*d:in our Nature, dying for our: 


fakes, and living with him to make interceſſion for 


us. It hath eas'd our Minds in their ſearching atter 
ways of expiating our Tranſgreſſions, and looking 


for Mediators to introduce us into the Preſence and: 
Fayour: 
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Favour of our offended Creator, Tt hath declar'd, 
that no other Expiation is neceſſary, but that which 
our Redeemer hath. made for us; no Sacrifice for 
Sin acceptable, but that which he offer*d up upon 
the Croſs once forall; and-no, other Interceſſion to 
be made uſe of, | but that which he continually 
makes in Heaven on our behalf,” It aſſures us, that 
all that is expected from us, 15 Repentance ; and 
ſincere, though imperfe& Obedience ; and that up- 
onthe exercte of theſe, we may ſurely depend up- 
on the Mercy'of God through this great Meazator, 
It accordingly enjoins us: hence-torward to offer u 

all our Services, and to make all our Addreſles in 
his Name, and to expect all good things from the 
Hands of our Heavenly Father, by the Mediation 


and Interceſſion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, Afﬀter 


which our Religion hath throughly diſcharg'd us 
from all thoſe external, ritual, and burdenſome ob- 
{ervances, which either the Law of Moſes had en- 
join'd the Nation of the Jews, or the Superſtition 
of the reſt of Mankind had impos'd upon them- 
ſelyes, commanding us to worſhip God, who is 4 
Spirit, in Spirit and in Truth, and, appointing only 
rwo external Rites, both of them plain, ealie, and 
I had almoſt ſaid natural, being ſuch as may be 
comply'd with, without the leaſt difficulty, and 
are at the ſame time _very proper. to the purpoſes 


for which they were inſtituted ; /z, one of "then, 


the waſhing with Water in the Name of the Bleſ- 
{ed Trinity, at our admittance to the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, repreſenting that inward Purification which 
we profeſs to atmat.; ' and the other, partaking of 
Bread broken, anc Wine pour*d out, as a perpetual 

Memorial 
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Memorial of the great Sacrifice which our Media- 
tor offer?d up for the remiſſion of our Sins, 


Thus the Goſpel hath inſtructed us, as to our 


demeanour towards God ; and all theſe its Inſtru- 


Qtions I dare venture to recommend to- the ſerious 


Conſideration of any one who in earneſt pretends 


to the Religion of Nature and Reaſon.; for altho?, 


as I have already own'd, Chriſtianity hath exceed- 
ed the bounds of meer Natural Religion ; yet all 
tts Precepts are highly reaſonable with reſpe& to 


our preſent circumſtances, ſince our Apoſtacy from 


God, as I think will fully appear from 'a due refle- 
Ction upon what I have formerly urg?d, as to the 
neceſſity and uſe of a Meaiazor between God and 
tallen Men. 


[ proceed 1n the next place, 

2. -1}o thoſe Rules which the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion hath given us, as to our demeanour towards 
our Neighbour ; that 1s, towards all of the ſame 
Nature with our ſelves; for ſo far our Lord hath 


- extended the ſignifigation of that word. 


Now as to this” point, . the "Goſpel having en- 
join'd, as I have already obſerv'd, the loving our 
Neighbour as our ſelves, 1t enjoyns by. a neceflary 
coalequence, whatſoever can be expetted irom one 
Man towardsanother, according to St. Pan's way 
of- arguing upon this Subject'; He that loveth ano- 
ther hath fulfil*d the Law; for whatſoever Commana- 
ment there ts," it ts briefly: comprehended in this ſaying, 
amely,: Thea ſhalt love thy. Neighbour as thy. ſelf. 
And therefore leſt any. one {ſhould vaialy pretend to 
love his Neighbour, without- ſhewing his Love by 

the 
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the natural effeQs of 1t, our Lord enjoin'd his Diſ- 
ciples the AQ, in as plain and extenſive terms, as 
he did the Principle ; Ai things whatſoever '\ye would 
that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them ; 
telling them, that this is the Law, and the Prophets, 
We may add, This is the Goſpel likewiſe. 

For if we ſhould run through the whole New 
Teftament, we ſEould find no Precepts more plain- 
ly, or more plentifully difpersd throughout -every 
Book of it, than thoſe which require the ſtrifteſt 
Truth, the moſt exaQt Juſtice, and the moſt en- 
larged Charity -of all kinds. There we are parti- 
cularly inſtructed how to carry it .to each other, in 
all the variety of Conditions and Circumſtances of 
Humane Life, in every Relation and Capacity 
which we can be in ; as Superiours, or Inferiours, 


or Equals; as in a private or 1n a publick Station ; 


as Friends, or even towards thoſe who will be 
without cauſe our Enemies; in all which Inſtances, 
we are taught to behave our ſelves both inoffenſive- 
ly and uſefully ; doing no manner of Evil ; but all 
the Good that lyes in our Power. And though I. 
will not ſay that the Chriſtian Tnftitution hath here- 
in impos'd upon us any thing new, any thing but 
what is truly natural, and therefore reaſonable, if 
all things be duly confider'd ; yet it muſt be own'd 
that it hath rais*d our Duty towards our Neighbour 


to an heigth, above what has been thought neceſſa- 
ry under any other Inſtitution whatſoever. For 
through Weakneſs or Prejudice, the generality of 


Mankind, even thoſe of the wiſer -and better'ſort, 
defore the Revelation of the Goſpel, -did not dif- 
cern the extent of our Obligation to ſome kinds of 

Charity, 
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Charity, as is evident in the Inſtances of bearing 
Afﬀronts, forgiving Injuries, loving of Enemies, 


and doing Good for Evil, in which the Goſpel is ſo 


very expreſs, and of which we meet with {o little 
{aid to the purpoſe, even by the greateſt Moraliſts, 
Nay, even the Jewiſh Law it ſelf, though given by 
God, yet did not fo exprefly declare his Will, -in 
theſe Inſtances, as the more perfect Law of Chrift 
hath done ; *cis certain the Jews had not that ſenſe 
of their Duty in theſe caſes, which our Saviour 
endeavour?d to give them. For thus the Divine 
Author of our Religion diſcourſeth to them upon 
this Argument ; Te have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
An Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth: But I 


ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not evil, Again, Te have 


heard that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour, aud hate thine Enemy ; But I ſay unto you, Love 


your Enemies, bleſs them. that curſe you, do good to 


them that hate you, and pray for them which deſþ;te- 
fally uſe you and perſecute you : And all this, That 
Je may be the Children of your Father which is in Hea- 
ven ; for he maketh the Sax to rife on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth Rain on the juſt and on the un- 
juſt. Be ye therefore perfet# (os merciful) even as 
your Fatber which is in Heaven is perfect, Here is 
Charity rais'd to its juſt heigth, even to. a -reſem- 
blance of that which is in God -himſelf, whom to 


imitate muſt :needs-be the PerfeQtion of a reaſon- 


able Creature. | 
To conclude. this Head, Let any one carefully 
read over the Writings of the Evangelifts and the 
Apoſtles, and he will find, that every particular 
Man is there taught to look upon. himſelf as a 
D Member 
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Member of: the univerſal.Body of Men, and as in 


the firſt place to make the Glory of God his ulti- 
mate end, fo next to that to aim at; - and to pro-- 
mote as much as- in him lyes, the Good of Man- 
kind ; always to prefer the Publick Intereſt to his 
own Private Advantage; to entertain all poſſible 
Good-will, and to exercile all poſſible Kindneſs to- 
wards every Perſon of the ſame Kind and Nature 
with himſelf, All which Precepts {o-evidently tend 
to the benefit of the World, and the advantage of 
every particular Man, as well as to the peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction and comfort of thoke who comply with 


' them, that they muſt needs recommend the TInſtt- 


tution which enjoins them ;. as would appear to all 
the World beyond diſpute, it we might once ſee 
them exemplified in a general PraQtice. But to ren- 
der this Argument compleat, , I proceed to conſider, 


3. The Rules which the Chriſtian Revelation 
hath given us, with reſpect to the due government 
of our ſelves ; and if theſe likewiſe prove as reaſon- 
able and uſeful as the former, we {hall have a far- 
ther confirmation of our Chriſtian Faith. WEE 

Now the ſum of theſe is, that we ſhould make 
it our daily care to improve our Spirits, and in or- 
der tothat end ſhould keep our Bodies in due ſub- 
jeCtion to them ; that we ſhould reduce our Appe- 
tites and Paſhons under the direction and govern- 
ment of Underſtanding and-Reaſon ;. that we thould 
be modeſt and humble, as it becomes Creatures and 
Sinners; meek and patient, not apt to be diſcom- 
pos'd with Events which are out of our power to. 
appoint, or to.be diſſatisfied, and. very uneafic, under 

| any 
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any Cireumſtances in which Providence ſhall think 
fit to place us; but to maintain a chearful, at leaſt 
a contented temper of Spirit, in every ſtate and 
condition of -Lite ; that we ſhould be temperate and 
_ chaſt, as thoſe who are ſenfible that our PerfeQtion 
and Happineſs doth not conſift in ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments, but in thoſe which are ſpiritual ; that we 
ſhould entirely abſtain from 'all the unnatural and 
unlawful Pleaſures-of Senſe, and ſhould be mode- 
rate in'the uſe of ſuch as are natural and allowable ; 
that we ſhould eradicate all our corrupt Inclinations, 
reſiſting the firſt motions within us to Evil, and 
never in the leaſt allowing that deſire, which it is 
unlawful to bring into att ; that we ſhould diſen- 
tangle and looſen our Aﬀections from this lower 
World, and all its Enjoyments, and raiſe them up 
by degrees to the things which are above, the En- 
joyments of that ſuperiour World for which we are 
principally defign'd ; that to this purpoſe we ſhould 
frequently exerciſe our ſelves in as -of Self-denial 
and Mortification, by this means ſubduing our Fleſh, 
and refining our Spirits, and fo preparing and qua- 
lifying our ſelves for the Company, the Employ- 
ments, and the Pleaſures of the Heavenly Regions. 
All theſe are fo evidently the Precepts of Chriſti- 
anity, with reſpect to the management of our ſelves, 
that whoſoever is converſant in the Holy Scriptures 
mult be ſenſible that they are fo. And indeed the 
Adverſaries of our Religion are fo far from denying 
it, that ſome of them, as I took notice, make 1t 
their grand Objection againſt the Chriſtian Proteſii- 
on, that it obligeth all who adhere- to it, to ſuch 
{rict Rules, which,-as they imagine, are too lone 
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for Humane Nature, reſtraining and confining it 
within too narrow bounds, and not permitting it 
to enjoy its natural and reaſonable Liberty. This 
they object in general againſt the Chriſtian Precepts 
of, Temperance and Chaſtity, eſpecially of Selt- 
denial ana Mortification;z and I queſtion not but 
this is at the bottom the moſt prevailing Reaſon, 
why ma looſe and corrupt Age to many have gone 
over to the part of Infidelity, namely, becauſe they 

' cannot perſwade themſelves heartily to comply with 
the Rules, which they plainly ſee the. Goſpel lays 
down in theſe Inſtances, and therefore judge it to 
be more decent before the World, as well as more 
eaſie to themſelves, to reject this-Revelation at once, 
than to live in open contradiction to wint they 
{hould profeſs to believe. | 
There is one notorious Inſtance of this kind ; 
which it may be proper here to take notice of, I 
mean the Chriſtian Precepts which rclate ro Mar- 
riage, whereby one Man is reftrain'd to one Wo- 
man, and theſe two join*d together in ſo ſtrict an 
Union, that it may not be allow?d to either of then 
to forſake the other upon any Reaſon, but-the V1o- 
lation of Conjugal Faith. This ſome Men eſteem 
a.-great Hardſhip; or, to ſpeak in the-Language of 
a-Prophet of their own, & curſed confinement, pro- 


OE chit hel, JOUncing, boldly that Polygamy was no Sin, till it had 


pz, the hard fortune to be wade fo, at the very {ame 
| time rhex. Prieſt-craft began. But T think it no hard 
matter to give a full Anſwer to this whole ObjeCtion. 

As to the Chriſtian Precepts of Temperance and 

Chaſtity in general, I doubt not to affirm, that 

they are really. for the Good of. Mankind eyen ” 

this. 
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this Life, as-well as in order to the next, Experi- 
ence ſufficiently teſtifying, how much they conduce 
to the Health and Vigour of the Body, as-well as: 
the Eafe and Satisfattion of the Mind; inſomuch 
that a Wiſe Man, if he loves Life, and would ſee good 
Days, would chuſe-to-be managed by ther as con- 


venient Rules -of' Life, although they were not. 


 back'd by any Divine Authority. 

As to the exerciſes of Self-denial and Mortifica- 
tion, which we find ſo frequently enjoin'd us by the: 
Goſpel, theſe alſo muſt be own*'d to be ſometimes 


abſolutely neceſſary, very often highly expedient in- 


this preſent ſtate, in order to the rendering us Ma- 


ſters of. our ſelves. For conſidering the violence of 
ſome Mens Appetites and Paſſions, which they have- 
rais*d to. an exorbitant degree by long indulgence, it- 


will be impoſſible for. them ever to keep them with-. 


in tolerable bounds, without offering ſome Violence: 
the other way. And therefore the beſt Moraliſts. 
amongſt the Pagans, do in the main agree with Chri- 
{tianity in this Point, making it the part of. a wiſe 
and good Man, to govern his Appetites and Paſſions, 
and to uſe all fit and proper means to that.end, pla- 
cing the very elfence of: Virtue 1n-{o doing. 


And if the Chriſtian Inſtitution hath carried this 
matter farther, or preſs'd it cloſer, than the Mora- 
lifts have ordinarily done, - if. it: ſpeaks of cracifying 
the Fleſh with the Aﬀettions and Laſts, of catting off 


a'right-hand, and plucking out 4a right-eye, of being: 
aead to the World and its Enjoyments,- in fine, not - 
oaly of denying our ſelves in-general, but of taking+ 
ap.our Croſs, and following our Lord, if it inſiſts fre-- 
quently and with ſome vehemency upon theſe. Ih . 
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jeQs ; it fill juſtifies it ſelf fully, by founding theſe 
PraQtices upon ſuch Principles, as will thorowly 


For it proceeds upon ſuch ſuppoſitions as theſe 
following, viz. That the Soul of Man 1s undoubt- 
edly immortal; that there will be certainly another 
Life infinitely more confiderable than this 1s ; that 


\ this is our ſtate of tryal, in which we are to be 


*E+:atth. 5. 29: 


- Mark 8. 36, 


Mat..19. 29. 
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trained up, and fitted by degrees for that ſtate to 
which we are paſſing ; that the true way of prepa- 
ring for the Future Life, is by improving our Spirits, 
{ubduing our Fleſh, and looſening our ſelves from 
this vain World ; that we ſhall be fully recompenc'd 
hereafter for whatſoever pains it may coſt us in thus 
managing and'diſciplining our ſelves here ; that ze 
is profitable for us, that one of our Members ſhould © 
periſh, and not that our whole Boay ſhould be caſt into 

Hell; that as on the one hand, it cannot in the leaſt 
profit a Man, though he ſhoald gain the whole World, 
and. loſe bis own Soul ;, 10 on the other hand, Whoſe- 
ever ſhall have forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, 
or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, 
for ChriſPs ſake, (ball inherit everlaſting Life ; that 
the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 


' compar'd with the Glory which ſhall be revead ; and 


z Cor. 10. 13: 
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to add no. more, that according to our Difficulties, 
ſuch alſo ſhall be the Aſſiſtance we ſhall receive 
from Heaven ; that God « faithful, and will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted above that we are avle ; but will with 
the Temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that we may 
be able to bear it ; that his Grace i ſufficient for as, 
and his Strength will be made perfect iz our Weakneſs. 
Now theſe things being taken tor granted, I dare 

appeal 
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appeal even to the Adverſaries of our Religion : 


themſelves, 'to judge whether any thing can be more 


reaſonable, than to comply with the Rules and Pre- 
cepts which the Chriſtian Inſtitution hath given us, 


in the Inſtances I am now upon., 

As to that part of the Objection, which more par- 
ticularly relates to Marriage, a plain Anſwer may 
likewiſe be given to-it, upon the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity. For ſuppoſing the Hiſtory of our firſt Pa- 


rents being: forn'd, and join'd together by God him- 


ſelf, as Moſes relates it, to be true, which the Chri- 
{tian Revelation takes for granted, we have a plain 
Argument, that our Maker from the beginning de- 
fign'd and-appointed all that the Goſpel requires in 
this Inſtance. Our Saviour urgeth this Argument 
in the caſe of Divorce, when the Phariſees ask'd 


him, Whether it were lawfal for a Man to pat away. his yg. 1c. - 


Wife for every cauſe ; He immediately referr'd them 
to the primitive Inſtitution of Marriage, which may 
as well be urg'd againſt Pohgaemy, as againſt cauſeleſf 
Divorce. Have ye not read, ſauth he, that he who 
made them at the beginning, made them male and fe- 
male ; and ſaid, For this cauſe ſhall a Man leave Fa- 


ther and Mother, and ſþall cleave to his Wife, and they 
twain ſhall be one fleſh. Wherefore they are no- more 


twain; but one fieſb. Thus the Argument runs ; 
God at the firſt made oe. Man, and ove Womay, and 
he himſelf join?d them together in ſo ſtrict an Union, 
as to declare them thence-forward to be but ze. 
Why did he make no more Wives for 4dam, than 
oze ; but that he intended it as a Pattern to all Po- 


ſterity ? And why did he ſo expreſly declare the - 


tric Union of theſe two; but in order to the pre- 
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venting either the taking ina third, or the cauſcleſs 
ſeparation of thele ? 
And therefore *tis remarkable, that Lamech, of 
the Poſterity of Caiz, 1s the firſt Man taken notice 
of as a Polygamiſt, it being ſaid of him as a thing 
Gen. 4. 19+ obſervable, becauſe ſingular, that be rook nnto him 
two Wives, Neither 1s it unlikely, that this was 
the beginning of degeneracy in the Family of Serh 
likewiſe, which ſcems to be intimated in that paſſage 
Gen.6.2. -of Moſes, -T he Sons of God ſaw the Daughters of Men, 
-that they were fair, and they took them Wives of all 
» which they choſe. The Poſterity of Serh, who had 
hitherto been worſhippers of the true God, and ad- 
her'd to his Inſtitutions, now broke looſe, and:join'd 
themſelves in affinity with the Poſterity of Cazz, 
.chuſing them Wives as their humour and fancy led 
'them, -for their Beauty, not their Virtue, and pro- 
bably-more than one, forſaking 1n this, as well as in 
other Inſtances the ancient Rule ; upon which im- 
| mediately tollows a farther account of. their dege- 
neracy into all manner of wickedneſs. | 
And hence we may learn the true Reaſon, why 
Polygamy prevaiPd ſo generally throughout the 
World ; namely, becauſe the generality of Mankind 
| were unacquainted with this ancient Hiſtory of 
Moſes ; and the Tradition of the Primitive Inſtitu- 
tion of Marriage, was ſoon loſt after the Flood. 
The Jews indeed had it in their ſacred Records, 
tranſmitted from Moſes ; but they did not thorowly 
raatth, 29. 2, conſider it; 'and Moſes on account of ihe hardneſs of 
_ their Hearts, their untractableneſs that is, and utter 
3ndiſpoſition to comply with the Deſign and Law of 
God in Nature, did not particularly _—_ 
7 0? 
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of ChriStian Precepts conſider'd. 25 
Tho? after all, the Prophet Malach; ſeems to refer 
'them to the Pattern of Matriage in Paradice, when 
he accuſes them of being unfaithful to the -Conjugal 
| Vow ; Did not he make one, ſaith he, yet had he the Nl. 2. 15. 
<4 reſidue of the Spirit : and wherefore one ? that he might 
; ſeek a podly feed, "Therefore take heed to your Spirit, 
and let none deal treacheronfly againſt the Wife of his 
youth, This, after all the Interpretations of the-vid. Dy. Po 
Hebrew Text, feems the moſt natural and eaſje- one, wag; yes 
.and accordingly to contain this plain ſenſe-; That TT 
God, who could as eafily have made more Wives for 
Adam, yet gave him but One, that their mutual Af- 
" feftion and Care of their Off-ſpring might be the 
greater ; and that he deſignd this as a Pattern for 
\Þ 4 'Poſterity. 
But however that may be, our Bleſſed Saviour. 
-who came to fulfil the Law, by giving it its true ſenſe 
and full ſcope, reviv*d this Sacred Inftitution, and re- 
-duc'd it to what it was from the beginning, obliging 
his Diſciples thence-forward to comply with it. 
And indeed there 1s another plain Intimation of 
'the,Divine Pleaſure concerning this matter, and that 
ts the near Equality of the number of Males and Fe- 
males born into the World, according to the beſt 
Obſervations that have been made, the-advantage, 
(tho? not great) being on the fide of the Males :; 
which being. a meer act of Providence, a matter that 
can be order'd by no other than Divine Appointment, 
ſeems a ſtanding Declaration of the Will of God 
againſt Polygamy, and a confirmation of the Primi- 
tive Inſtitution, as interpreted and urg*d by our Lord, 
- Beſides all this, let but any Man weigh 1mpartially, 
kow much it conduces to the Felicity of Humane 
Life, that this Inſtitution, both with reſpect 'to a 
E ſingle 
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26 Objedtions again# the Sriftneſs 

-  Gngle and indifſoluble Marriage, ſhould be obſerv's; | 
he will need no farther Argument to convince him: 
Nothing certainly can- equally. contribute to that 


——_ = 


entire Friendſkip and Confidence, which ought to i 
be between a Man and his Wife, and the Comfort «I 
and SatisfaQtion which follows from thence, nothing 
ſo much to the careful and wife Education of their 4 


Off-ſpring, nothing ſo much to the Peace and good- | 
Order of the-whole: Family, and conſequently no- 
thing ſo much to the Welfare of the Publick, which. _ } 
is begun in and founded.upon that of. each Family j 
in particular, 

'To.conclude this whole Argument; There is no. 
Precept which the Goſpel gives us relating to the - | 
gocd government of our ſelves, but what is either. \Y 
apparently reaſonable at the firſt view, or muſt ne-' 
celfarily appear ſo, as ſoon. as ever the Suppoſitions - 
and Principles of- Chriſtianity are-taken. in and con-- 
ſider?d.. | b1 

Doth it, for Inſtance, require a greater degree of 
Humility, Meekneſs, Contentedneſs and Patience, 
than other Inſtitutions of Religion, or than meer 
Philoſophy hath done ?. ?T1s becauſe at the ſame. 
time it makes us more thorowly {enſible of our own: 
meanneſs and vilenels ;. becauſe it more fully repre--- 
ſents to us the vaſt diflerence between this Life and: - 
that which is to come ; becauſe it mare undoubtedly: 
aſſures us of . our entire dependance .on. the Divine 
Providence, and the certain and. particular care it-. 
takes of us. Doth it agajn carry its Rules of 'Tem- 
perance and Chaſtity, of Selt-denial and Mortifica- 
rion, to a greater height ? ?Tis becauſe it more effe- 
Ctually convinceth us, that our Happineſs conſiſts in + 
Spiritual Improvements. and Entertaiameats, and. 

more. . 
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more plainly ſets in our view the Pleaſitres'and En- 


joyments of the Future Life. Doth it finally 1a 
a greater Reſtraint with-reſpeCt to the Quajugal, Bed, 
than the generality of Mankind have hitherto appre- 
hended neceſſary or expedient ? *Tis becauſc it hath 
oiven a fuller account of the Deſignation of our 
Creator in this Inftance, and becauſe moreover it 
deſigns, whilſt we are paſſing through this State, 


to prepare us for another, in which we ſvall neither watth. 22. 35. 


marry, nor be given in Marriage, but be as the Angels 
of God. So that the true Reaſon why any Man'ob- 


jeas againſt theſe Precepts muſt be, becauſe he'con- 
ſiders things by halves, and does not take in the. 
whole Scheme of Chriftianiry at once. If we would 


but join its Principles and its Precepts together, we 


ſhould be fore?d-ro acknowledge that all its Precepts, 
whether relating to God, our-Neighbour, -or our. 
ſelves; are holy, juſt, and good, reaſonable in their 
own Nature, fit for us in our preſent Circumſtances, - 
apparently-conducive- to the .Good of Mankind in 
general, as well as to the Benefit and SatisfaQtion of 
every. particular Man, -both in this Lite, and inor- 


der to that which is to.come. 


May: we, who profeſs to own their Authority, - 
take care alſo to make them the ſtanding Rules of - 
our Tempers and our Practices. So {hall we reſem-_ 
ble our great Lord*and Maſter, whote Life, as it © 
was 4 Pattern for our Inftruction and Imitation, will ' 
fall next under Conſideration ; and by: this means - 
alſo we ſhall moſt -efteftually recommend our holy - 


Profeſſion to Unbelievers, forcing them; upon ob- 
ferving the good Fruits of it, to confeſs, to the Ho- 


nour of God and our Mediator, - that This is 4 faith-- - 


fal ſaying, &C.. £6 
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